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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from A Study of the Mental Life of the Child The
appearance of this book in English translation should be welcomed by all serious students of the periods of
infancy and early childhood; - not because the claim can be made for it that it represents the outcome of a
judicial weighing of all the factors that go to make the infant and the child that which they are, but because it
describes, in almost monographic form, a certain, very important, group of these factors, - of which nothing
would be known but for the work of Sigmund Freud, whose views the author of this treatise faithfully
reproduces. Whatever diFerences of opinion may be held about some of the bearings of these views, the time is
now long past when any one who cares for the truth about the matters to which they pertain can excuse
himself for treating them with neglect. To do so would be to neglect the most thorough study which ever has
been published, of a set of influences, or motives, which have a vast amount to do with the development of the
poetical, literary, religious, philosophical and esthetic tendencies in human nature, and which serve indirectly
(through giving rise to conflicts ) as fruitful causes of defects of character, unhappiness, and positive illnesses of
pronounced sorts. To some extent the desires to which these motives correspond belong to what might be
called the underworld of human thought. The most significant of the earlier contributions to the history of
infancy and early childhood came from men and women who strove to record with fidelity the sayings and
doings of their own children....
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