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shown, notwithstanding the thoroughness of the reaction which had followed them, even to the works of Julian.
Accordingly the Roman society possessed, in 430, two systems of law, and the barbarians found face to face, on
the one hand ancient Paganism tempered by the philosophy of the jurisconsults themselves, acting, as we shall
see, under Christian influences, and on the other Christianity tempered by the timidity of the emperors, who
only embraced reforms already rough-hewn by their philosophic lawyers, and measured out carefully the
blows they were bound to strike at the old institutions: here pagan law just gilded by the rising of Christianity--
there the beginning of Christian jurisprudence still entangled in the last shades of the darkness from which the
world was issuing. We must examine these two principles in order, and the result which they had brought
about. We see, on opening the text-books of the classic jurisprudence of the vaunted epoch of the Antonines,
that all the lawyers whose writings Valentinian had codified, recognized still as a thing of the remote past but as
supreme and permanent, the law of the Twelve Tables. They cite, comment on, and often evade it, but still did it
homage in refusing to ignore, contravene, or abjure the edicts graven on its bronze by the iron hand of the
decemvirs: it was still thus a master from whose scourge they sought in vain to escape. Let us sketch in a few
words, not the precepts but the tendency of that...
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