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Excerpt: . .. 11 Thank you. The statement of Mr. Horn follows: Prepared Statement of Cliff Horn, President, A.
Horn, Inc. Good morning, and thank you Chairwoman Woolsey, Ranking Member Wilson and members of the
subcommittee for inviting me today to discuss the deliberate mis-classification of workers as independent
contractors, and the effects on our nation. My name is Cliff Horn, President of A. Horn Inc. we are a commercial
mason con-tractor, working in the Chicago-land area. | am testifying today on behalf of the Mason Contractors
Association of America, a national trade association representing Mason Contractors across the country and
whose membership accounts for 2 billion in masonry sales annually. My father arrived in the US in 1957 not
knowing a word of English with just 26, a suitcase and a dream of a better life. He worked his first day in
America as a construction laborer. After 14 years of employment as a union tradesman, my dad and mom
started their own masonry contracting business, A. Horn Inc. After 19 years the business employed 15 people
and had achieved annual sales revenues of 3 million. In 1990 | started with A Horn Inc. as an apprentice mason.
After | com-pleted my apprenticeship in 1994, | became president in 1998. By 2001, sales had increased to 10
million and our sales projections for 2007 are 15 million. Cur-rently we have 75 employees. Obviously, growing
businesses need profitable contracts. However, for contracting bidding to be fair, the playing field has to be
even. When a contractor misclassifies his employees as independent contractors, he gets a competitive
disadvantage over the...
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