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Wipf Stock Publishers, United States, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 226 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Synopsis: This book explores the little-regarded phenomenon of
the tricolon in biblical Hebrew poetry, that is, those poetic lines that appear to have a tripartite form rather
than the more common bipartite form. Taking the Psalms of Ascents as a sample corpus of poetic texts, it
identifies tricola on an explicit and consistent basis. It draws on the rhythmical-accentual approach of Eduard
Sievers, and in so doing highlights an important but neglected aspect of his method. The concept of a para-
tricolon is developed, designating a line that is tripartite, yet rhythmically equivalent to a conventional bicolon.
Analyses of psalm structures and of the syntactic and semantic structures of each tripartite line facilitate an
assessment of the function of, and characterization of, tripartite lines. The significance of enjambment is
explored as a distinguishing factor between diIerent line-forms and as a means of uniting non-parallel cola.
The study demonstrates clear diIerences between the form and function of para-tricola and those of tricola,
and so will facilitate a more nuanced and realistic appraisal of the functional significance of Hebrew poetic
line-forms. Endorsements: While many of the basic elements of Hebrew poetry have long been established,
there remain features which have not been adequately analyzed, and intricacies and subtleties which merit
further investigation. Stocks s study provides a fine example of a careful structural and colometric analysis,
which provides the foundation for his proposals concerning the significance of the tricolon and his proposed
para-tricolon. A welcome contribution to the study of Hebrew poetry! --Adrian Curtis, University of Manchester
This detailed analysis of the colometric structure of the Psalms of Ascents points to some drawbacks in previous
research. To overcome these...
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