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indexed. Not illustrated. 1839 Excerpt: .especially, because a great deal has been founded upon it by the
supporters of Dr Cook s motion, as obliging Presbyteries to receive and admit qualified presentees. I shall speak,
Sir, to the nature and extent of that obligation immediately. In the meantime, 1 would call the attention of the
House fo the fact, that this statute distinctly recognises the exclusive power to give collation as vested in the
Presbyteries, as well as the power to decide all matters and causes ecclesiastical, within their bounds, according
to the discipline of the Church. How it is possible for any man to maintain in the face of these express
provisions, that the Court of Session has jurisdiction in matters properly ecclesiastical, and particularly in the
ordination or collation of ministers, does, I acknowledge, surpass my comprehension. On these grounds, Sir, I
submit it to be perfectly clear, --first, that the constitution has vested an exclusive jurisdiction in regard to
spiritual matters in the Courts of this Church; and, secondly, that the examination, admission, ordination, and
induction of ministers fall within that category; and I ask, again, if we are to he branded as traitors, for
declining to abandon to the Court of Session that which the Legislature has declared belongs not to them but to
ourselves, and which we cannot abandon for an instant, without, at the same time, abandoning what is
essential to our very existence as a Christian Church? Sir, it may be true that we...
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